PRESIDENT 
John J. Zakarian 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
St. Louis, Mo. 68101 


VICE PRESIDENT 
Clarke M. Thomas 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222 


TREASURER 
Robert T. Pittman 
St. Petersburg Times 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 83731 


SECRETARY 
Robert T. Barnard 
The Courier-Journal 
Louisville, Ky. 40202 


DIRECTORS 
Reese Cleghorn 
The Charlotte Observer 
Charlotte, N. C. 28201 


Gilbert Cranberg 
Des Moines Register & Tribune 
Des Moines, Iowa 50804 


John _G. McCullough 
The Evening & Sunday Bulletin 
Philadelphia, Pa, 19101 


Arn L. Merriman 
The Richmond News Leader 
Richmond, Va. 23218 


William E. Rone, Jr. 
The State 
Columbia, S.C. 29202 


Desmond Stone 
Democrat & Chronicle 
Rochester, N. Y. 14614 


1185 NV Lbveet: Nevthwest 
Washington, DE. 20036 


Telephone (208) 785-1081 


Executive Registry } 
6 - AAS 


STAT 


May 10, 1976 


The Honorable George Bush 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Langley, Virginia 20505 


C 
eh nour Coe 


I have been asked by the Executive Board of 

the National Conference of Editorial Writers to for- 
ward to you a copy of the resolution approved unani- 
mously by the board regarding the CIA's relationship 
with American and foreign journalists. The resolution 
was suggested by NCEW's Professional Standards Com- 
mittee and considered carefully at the spring board 
meeting at Hilton Head, S.C. on May 1. 


Dear Mr. Bush: 


The Executive Board would like to suggest 


SLUT es ate NE 


PST SESE RS POP ters sia ert 


that it can explain to you personally the basis for 
this resolution and convey a deep concern over a 
matter which directly affects the integrity of the 
news media. I would appreciate your response. 


\ohn J. karian 


resident 
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The National Conference of Editorial Writers 
long has been concerned about the integrity and accuracy 
of the information upon which editorial judgments are 
based. 


It alao is committed to the principle that 
its members should try always to avoid even the ap~« 
pearanes of misleading readers in any published material 
on thelr editorial pagas. 


The main reason for both concerns is to pro~ 
tect the integrity and credibility of both journalism 
and the democratic process, 


Therefore, the Executive Board of the National 
Conference of Editerial Writers: 


1. Opposes the glandestine employmant of 
Anerioan or foreign journalists by the CIA, and urges 
that all euch relationships be terminated immediately. 


2. Recognising that information flows across 
international boundaries, opposes any planting of false 
or misleading information by the CIA in the media. 


3. Calis upon the Central Intelligence 
Agency to release the names of journalists who are or 
have been in its amploy, both to protest the reputations 
of those who were not and to give Americans knowledge 
they need to svaluate accurately what they have read, 
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J Zakarian 


ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


900 N. 12TH BLVD. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63101 
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